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Trip Code:

TDC
Leisurely / Moderate

8 Days Land only

Chianti Walking & Wine
August 25th - September 1st , 2018 

$299 Agent Rate

$199 Single supplement. Limited spaces available 

Trip Highlights

Is This Trip for You?
This trip offers a good mix of city and countryside walks. During the days with walking included, the terrain and type of path will vary from manmade paved tracks, tarmac, forest 
trails to gravel. The walks are not technically difficult although some ascents and descents should be expected, so a reasonable amount of fitness is required. 

The area is quite hilly and the majority of drives, although short, follow twisty mountain roads through wooden areas. Tuscany can also be very hot, possibly high 30s (degC) in the 
summer.

Group

The leader will accompany the group on all programmed activities, with the exception of your free day and your walk on day 4, which will be led by a local guide.

7 nights renovated farmhouse with panoramic swimming pool

5 days gentle walking and sightseeing

Low altitude throughout

Centre-based holiday






Walk the classic rolling hills of Tuscany

Stay in a converted farmhouse

Enjoy the fabulous Chianti wines





 
Valid for Exodus Travel Agent FAM Departure Only 

 

 Ways to Travel: Guided Group

 Destinations: Italy

 Program: Walking & Trekking

Trip Overview

With its Renaissance cities, mediaeval villages and cypress-lined avenues snaking through vineyards, southern Tuscany is the perfect place for a relaxing guided walking holiday. 

Based at the tranquil Villa Casalta, on our tour we visit beautiful San Gimignano, the market town of Greve in Chianti, the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Siena and the magnificent 

city of Florence. During the week we sample several varieties of the world-renowned local Chianti and have the opportunity to learn more about Italian wine at the Wine School of 

Siena.

At a Glance
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Land Only Itinerary

Day 1

Start Castellina in Chianti

Start at Villa Casalta, our beautiful villa 2km from Castellina in Chianti. In the evening our guide will hold a welcome meeting to discuss the week ahead, give advice on the

local area and answer any questions.

Meals included: Dinner

Day 2

Visit mediaeval market town of Greve in Chianti and the hilltop village of Montefioralle; afternoon wine tasting in Castellina

Today we head to the mediaeval market town of Greve in Chianti walking through a magnificent setting of olive groves and vineyards. On the way, we will stop in the

fortified hilltop village of Montefioralle, considered the most ancient 'borgo' in Chianti. We return to our farmhouse in time for a tasting of the local wine before dinner.

Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner

Distance covered: 9 km / 5 miles

Day 3

Walk to Radda in Chianti, the heart of the Chianti area

This morning we will set out for a local history walk to the heart of the Chianti area, covering the route from Villa Casalta to Radda in Chianti. We will take a walk through local

woodlands where we can admire the so famous emerald vineyards valleys. In the afternoon we will have the chance to taste the much acclaimed Chianti Classico wine at a

local winery.

Meals included: Breakfast

Distance covered: 12 km / 7 miles

Day 4

Travel to Siena and explore the stunning historic centre; learn about Tuscan and Italian wines at the Wine School

After breakfast we make our way to the centre of Siena for a day exploring this fascinating city. We have time to visit the numerous museums and stunning Duomo and to

relax in one of the many outdoor cafés in Piazza del Campo, home of the world famous Palio horse race. Please note that shoulders should be covered for entering the

Duomo. You may also like to visit the many boutiques specializing in local products and cutting edge Italian fashion. In the afternoon we also have the opportunity to learn

about Tuscan wines on a 1-hour fun interactive course at the Tuscan Wine School.

Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner

Distance covered: 8 km / 4 miles

Day 5

Free day to visit other Chianti villages or relax by the pool

Today is free to rest any tired legs at the poolside. Alternatively, your leader can advise on local Chianti wine tasting tours and cooking classes or offer assistance for

unguided walks or daytrips.

Meals included: Breakfast
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All ascents, descents and distances listed above have been measured by our local partners or tour leaders. Please note that different GPS measuring devices can give differing

results dependent on the barometric pressures at the time. Measurements stated throughout these trips notes are given to help you understand the types of terrain and distances

you will encounter.

Accommodation

Villa Casalta

You will spend 7 nights at Villa Casalta, a renovated farmhouse with swimming pool and en suite facilities. The villa is family-run and known for the fine home-made food prepared 
with traditional ingredients and locally produced wines and olive oil. Free Wi-Fi available. 

Food & Transport

Eating & Drinking

All breakfasts 5 dinners and 3 wine tastings are included. Breakfast is usually a continental style buffet. Of the 5 included dinners, three are taken at Villa Casalta and a 
reasonable amount of wine is included. Two are taken in local restaurants (drinks not included). Vegetarian choices are available - please advise us of dietary requirements on 
booking.

Day 6

Discover the magnificent city of Florence, considered the birthplace of the Renaissance

Our destination today is the magnificent city of Florence, the birthplace of the Italian Renaissance with an enormous wealth of historical sites, museums, galleries, churches

and architectural delights. Most of the great artists, thinkers and builders from Renaissance history passed through or lived in Florence when it was under the rule of the

Medici family, the most famous patrons of the 16th century. But Florence is not just a Renaissance showpiece: once you have had your fill of the historical trail there are

many other things to see and do. The city has not ceased to be a centre of learning, and there is a university, many art and language schools and a large student population

to liven up the café-bars, restaurants and nightclubs. There are also some great markets and chic boutiques. From April to July, Florence also holds one of Europe's major

cultural events, a festival of opera and classical music called the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino. 

If you would like to visit the Uffizi galleries we recommend that you prebook your ticket online to avoid lengthy queues. Tickets can be purchased through http://www.b-
ticket.com/b-ticket/uffizi/venue.aspx (http://www.b-ticket.com/b-ticket/uffizi/venue.aspx). Please ensure that your allocated time slot is between 11.45 and 16.00.

Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner

Distance covered: 4 km / 3 miles

Day 7

Walk to picturesque San Gimignano with free time to explore Palazzo Comunale, Pinacoteca and Torre Grossa

After a  transfer to the quaint hamlet of San Donato, we walk through the farm grounds following the pathway to Montauto and on up to the picturesque mediaeval town of

San Gimignano. The walk is not long and should take approximately 3 hours. The afternoon is spent exploring this beautiful town including visits to the Palazzo Comunale,

Pinacoteca and Torre Grossa and there is some free time to wander and soak up the atmosphere. 

Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner

Distance covered: 10 km / 6 miles

Day 8

End Castellina in Chianti

Trip ends at Villa Casalta.

Meals included: Breakfast

http://www.b-ticket.com/b-ticket/uffizi/venue.aspx
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Transportation
We use a private minibus for airport transfers and the majority of excursions plus the local train/bus services on certain days. Transfers are no longer than 45 minutes and road 
conditions are good.

Weather & Seasonality

Weather Information
April and May departures can expect warm days and although rain is possible, it seldom lasts long. Nights may still be rather cool. We strongly recommend a fleece-lined jacket or 
warm sweater in these months. June sees the start of summer and July and August can become quite hot by mid afternoon, so this time is kept free for lunch. Although rain is 
unusual, torrential cloudbursts are not unknown. September and October are cooler and wetter, yet visibility is often better. Swimming is usually still possible at this time.

Weather Charts

Joining Instructions
Free Transfer 
Airport transfers are included on this FAM. There will be a transfer at 6PM (1800) on Day 1 from the airport to our accommodation in Castellina . Please ensure all flight details are 

sent to Exodus at least 30 days prior to departure. A free departure transfer has also been arranged for this FAM. This will coincide with a 4PM departure flight so if you'd like to 

join the free transfer, ensure your flight departs after 4PM on the last day of the tour. 

Making Your Own Way 
If the free group transfer time does not work for you flight, It is possible to reach Villa Casalta from Pisa airport by public transport but it can be very time consuming. Firstly you 

catch the train from Pisa airport to Siena. You will have to change in Empoli and sometimes in Pisa Centrale. It takes approximately 2 hours to reach Siena. The cost will vary 

between €10 and €15. Please visit the following website for more information: http://www.trenitalia.com (http://www.trenitalia.com). Once in Siena, please exit the station and 

find the stop for bus No.125 Siena-Castellina - Radda Lucarelli, going in the direction of Castellina Chianti. For more information about prices and timetables, please visit http://
www.sienamobilita.it/EN/index.html.   (http://www.sienamobilita.it/EN/index.html. )The hotel can also offer pick-up service from Castellina.

Alternatively, you can pre-order a taxi through Exodus. This will take you from Pisa airport directly to Villa Casalta. It will take between 1.5hrs and 2hrs to reach the accommodation 
and the cost will be approximately €200, paid locally.

Details of how to reach the start point are provided in the Final Joining Instructions as well. 

https://www.exodustravels.com/regionaldepartures
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Location start: Castellina

Location end: Castellina

What to Take

Essential Equipment

Light walking boots (a pair of good walking trainers will suffice) 

Small daypack for camera 

Water bottle to use when walking and sightseeing 

Sun Cream 

Swimwear 

Hat 

Sunglasses 

Waterproofs and warm clothes

Electrolyte sachets (to put in water during summer months) 

Insects repellent (in summer months there might be lots of mosquitoes, horse fly and wasps).

Long trousers for some walks as ticks may be present in the woodland.

Optional Equipment

Small umbrella in case of unexpected showers 

Torch (useful for walking to the village in the evening) 

Walking poles

Practical Information
Passport

Italy

All nationalities require a full passport that must be valid beyond the intended length of stay. It is your responsibility to have the correct personal documents and to obtain your 
own visa, if one is necessary, in accordance with the regulations of the country you are to visit. The information offered below is to help you with that process. We are not 
responsible for the actions of local immigration and customs officials, whether at points of entry or otherwise, and any subsequent effects.

Certain European nationalities may be able to travel within Europe on their national identity card. Check carefully with the relevant authorities if you intend to do this.

http://www.sienamobilita.it/EN/index.html.%C2%A0
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Visa regulations can change without notice: please check the current regulations in good time to obtain a visa if one is required.

There are no specific health risks on this trip.

Vaccination

Italy : There are no specific health risks.

Travel health can often be something people forget about before going away, but a little preparation and knowledge can go a long way to help you stay fit and healthy while 
abroad. The above information can change at short notice; as we are not qualified to answer all your questions about travel health we strongly recommend you contact your 

Medical Professional or a Travel Health Clinic at least 8 weeks prior to departure for up-to-date information.

Insurance - are you adequately covered?

It is a condition of joining any of our holidays that you must be fully insured against medical and personal accident risks (to include repatriation costs and air ambulance or 
helicopter rescue services where appropriate). On arrival in destination for your trip, you will be asked to present details to your leader or local representative of your policy.

Local Time

Italy's Timezone: Europe/Rome CET (GMT +01:00)

Electricity

Italy's Electricity: European plug - 2 round pins.

Money

Italy's Currency

The national currency of Italy is the Euro (EUR), with an exchange rate at the time of publication of approximately 1.2 to the UK£ and 0.9 to the US$.

Exchange rates are correct at the time of publication.

ATM Availability

Should you wish to take out extra money locally, there are ATMs in Castellina and in all major towns. Credit cards are accepted in most places.

Extra Expenses & Spending Money

For the dinner not included allow the equivalent of €20 for a good meal and extra for wine. Lunches are not included but there is always somewhere to buy lunch (a café lunch 

costs approx €10) or provisions to make a picnic if this is preferred. You will also need to allow for tips at restaurants. 

LOCAL TAXES: many Italian cities have recently introduced a tourist tax for non-residents. The local administration is in charge of the tax, which will be collected by the 
accommodation provider at check-in or check-out. This fee varies depending on the hotel category, the season and number of days of stay. It is usually between €1.50 and €3.00 
per person per night. For this trip, please allow between €10 and €15, depending on the season, for the week. In some cities, children and people aged 75 or over are exempt from 
this tax.

Optional activities and excursions

Optional wine tasting in San Donato: €6-15 depending on the number of wines tested. 

The Boboli Gardens in Florence: €7 

Uffizi Gallery in Florence: €12 (including €6.50 booking fee) 

Accademia Gallery in Florence: €12 (including €6.50 booking fee) 

Siena Cathedral: €8 or €15 including crypt, baptistry, museum and viewpoint

Tipping

Our local staff are paid well and fairly for their work with Exodus. Most of our clients wish to give a tip to their guides in appreciation of their help and friendliness. This, of course, 
is in no way compulsory and depends on the service received. For this trip we recommend to allow approx. 20€ per person for the guide.



2018 Chianti Walking & Wine | Exodus

7/8

Responsible Tourism

At Exodus we believe in the power of Responsible Travel.

Every time we travel, we are part of a global movement that creates jobs, builds more sustainable societies, encourages cultural understanding and safeguards common natural and 
cultural heritage. To learn more about what Responsible Travel means to Exodus click here (/responsible-travel) … 

Important Information

On all guided trips

Although our leaders are well trained to deal with different capabilities, if they have any concerns about someone’s ability to safely partake in an activity, or their impact on other 
people’s enjoyment, we authorize them to take necessary action which, in some circumstances, may involve asking someone to miss that activity.

Although rarely enforced, by booking this trip you agree to section 16 of our Booking Conditions which clearly states that our leaders have the authority to do this. In these 
circumstances we will ensure anyone sitting out is safely provided for and offered alternative options where possible. Refunds will not be provided for activities missed and 
customers may be liable for additional costs incurred.

On all trips

In booking this trip you should be confident in your ability to participate in all activities described in these Trip Notes. If you have any doubt about your suitability you should call 
the Exodus office and ask to speak to one of the experts on this itinerary.

In an emergency, please contact our 24 hour out of hours service on +44 (0) 844 326 7041.

Every time that you travel abroad you should take the time to read the warnings in the essential information (/about-exodus/essential-information)  in the brochure.

Full joining instructions including local emergency numbers, and details of how to reach the start point, will be sent to you approximately 2 to 3 weeks prior to departure. If you do 
not receive these at least a week before departure, or require them earlier please contact our office or your travel agent.

The information in these Trip Notes is given in good faith. Where differences exist between the Trip Notes and our current brochure or website, the Trip Notes supersede the 
brochure and website. All holidays can be subject to unexpected changes; in order to enjoy them you should be prepared to be flexible where necessary. Occasionally, as stated in 
our brochure, it may not be possible to follow the itinerary as planned. This may be for a variety of reasons - climatic, political, physical or other. In these circumstances we will make 

the best possible alternative arrangements that maintain the integrity of the original itinerary.

As fuel prices, airport taxes and exchange rates fluctuate, and airlines manage their rates to match demand, it is proving harder than ever to guarantee our Flight Inclusive prices. 
Although we endeavor to keep our website as accurate as possible, daily fluctuations mean that our Flight Inclusive price may be out of date. For accurate prices we recommend 
that you contact one of our Travel Experts, or your Travel Agent.

TRAVEL AWARE –STAY SAFE & HEALTHY ABROAD 

The Foreign & Commonwealth Office and the NHS have up-to-date advice on staying safe and healthy abroad. For more on security, local laws, plus passport and visa

information, see https://travelaware.campaign.gov.uk/ (https://travelaware.campaign.gov.uk/)

https://www.exodustravels.com/responsible-travel
https://www.exodustravels.com/about-exodus/essential-information
https://travelaware.campaign.gov.uk/



